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Beginning Farmer & Rancher IDAs  in FY 2015 Appropriations

Helping the next generation of farmers and ranchers invest wisely for the future

We urge Congress to fund 
the BFRIDA program at $2.5 

million in FY 2015, which 
would match the 

President’s request but be 
only half of the level 

authorized by the recently 
passed farm bill. 

Why It Matters
• Individuals often enter agricultural production with know-how but still needing more financial 

management training.  A beginning farmer or rancher participating in an IDA program will be 
required to complete a financial training program and create a savings plan.

• According to the Farm Service Agency (FSA), the financial and credit training that beginning farmers 
and ranchers will receive through the BFRIDA program will make them better candidates for FSA and 
then commercial credit.

• IDAs have been successfully used for years in housing and education and are now primed to make a 
big addition in creating new agricultural opportunities. 

• $2.5 million is a modest investment in the future of an industry that is the backbone of many rural 
communities and state economies.

The Beginning Farmer and Rancher Individual 
Development Account (BFRIDA) Program is 

designed to help beginning farmers and ranchers 
finance their new and growing agricultural businesses 

through business and financial education and 
matched savings accounts.  This program helps 

individuals with financial training and assistance so 
they can build assets and make needed purchases to 

get started in agriculture.

With $2.5 million in funding, the BFRIDA program 
will provide grants in at least 15 states.  This will 

generate up to 800 IDAs for farmers and ranchers 
annually.  If  fully funded over the remaining four-year 

period of  the farm bill authorization, the program 
could help approximately 3,200 new farmers get 

established in farming careers.


