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Sustainable Agriculture Research & Education  in FY 2015 Appropriations

Driving innovation and research for farmers and food entrepreneurs

We urge Congress to fund SARE at $30 million in FY 2015, 
an increase over current funding but still only half the 

authorized level.
 

This total should be used to fund all three core functions of SARE:  research and education; extension and 
outreach; and federal-state matching grants. $30 million will allow SARE to invest strategically in long-term 

sustainable systems research, one of the largest unmet needs in USDA’s research portfolio and SARE’s strength.

Why It Matters
• Despite SARE’s popularity and demonstrated administrative efficiency, after 25 years of proven on-the-ground 

results, it is only funded at just over a third of its authorized amount.  As a result, USDA can only fund one out of 
every five meritorious proposals.

• In order to meet future productivity challenges, farmers need cutting-edge research that is easily accessible and 
relevant to their farming systems.

• Farmers and ranchers help steer SARE’s research priorities, ensuring that the program is constantly responding to 
the research challenges that farmers and ranchers face.  SARE’s regional delivery structure ensures that local needs 
are met, all regions of the country benefit equally, and that research results are easily disseminated to farmers and 
adopted in their fields at a rapid pace.  

• For every $1 invested in publicly funded agricultural research, $20 in economic activity is generated.

• The National Academy of Sciences states that we need to aggressively fund and pursue integrated research and 
extension on farming systems that evaluate the interactions among productivity, environmental, economic, and 
social sustainability outcomes – exactly what SARE does, but lacks the fund to fully achieve.

Investment in agricultural research is vital to continued productivity and innovation in American 
agriculture.  The Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education (SARE) program is the only USDA 

competitive grants research program with a clear and consistent focus on sustainability and farmer-driven 
research.  For over 25 years, SARE has been at the forefront of  research and extension activities for 

farming systems based on profitable and environmentally sound practices. 


